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plan'' of "Halt in Belgrade/' and the inauguration and con-
tinuance of direct conversations between Vienna and St.
Petersburg in order to satisfy Sazonov/'3
Meanwhile Lichnowsky's later telegram had been de-
ciphered, telling of Grey's suggestion of mediation on the
basis of an Austrian occupation of Belgrade, and also of
Grey's private and friendly warning that England might
find it impossible to stand aside. As Grey's suggestion was
very similar to Bethmann's own "Halt in Belgrade" plan,
and as the warning put an end to all illusions as to the
possibility of British neutrality, Bethmaim welcomed Grey's
suggestion as supporting his own efforts, awl forwarded it
to Vienna. In commenting on it, he pointed out in strong
terms how dangerous it would be for Austria to refuse all
negotiations, and added; "Under these circumstances we
must urgently and emphatically urge upon the considera-
tion of the Vienna Cabinet the adoption of mediation in
accordance with the above honorable conditions/754
Then, finally, before catching a little sleep, he sent tele-
grams to St. Petersburg and London which ho hoped would
help to prevent war and secure mediation. To Pourtales
he telegraphed: "Please tell Sassonov that we are continuing
to mediate; condition, however, would be the suspension
for the time being of all hostilities against Austria on the
part of Russia"; and to Lichnowsky: "Kindly thank Sir
E. Grey for his frank explanation and toll him that we are
continuing to mediate in Vienna and arc urgently advising
the acceptance of his proposal."R6
On the morning of July 30 Bethmaim at last received
a reply from Vienna to his "Halt in Belgrade" mediation
plan, but the reply was wholly unsatisfactory and non-com-
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